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enthusiastic faith in the movement, with prolonged personal ex- 
perience of the kind of work described, and with the modesty 
and frankness which real knowledge and faith are apt to produce. 
An Ethical Sunday-school is an attempt to teach young people 
the fundamentals of morality, by direct instruction in classes, 
apart from every-day school education, and apart from dogmatic 
religious instruction. The methods and matter employed in the 
St. Louis Ethical Sunday-school are described with great ful- 
ness, the failures and successes of nearly twelve years chronicled 
with engaging and instructive frankness. 

To many the orthodox Sunday-school has become increasingly 
unsatisfactory, not only because of divergence of creed, but be- 
cause the good boy of the Sunday-school is apt to be a pitiful 
prig, while the ineffectiveness of the most accurate knowledge 
of catechism, creed, or scripture, to influence conduct is daily 
demonstrated. 

On the other hand it is contended with much truth that the 
boys and girls of our big cities often grow up with a painful 
absence of moral ideas and moral sentiments, while experi- 
enced teachers complain that the moral side of life is not emphas- 
ized enough in school teaching. Can the Ethical Movement with 
its moral instruction classes avoid the old grounds of error? Can 
it meet the expressed need? Or, is it making the old mistake 
in new form — the mistake that separated the sacred from the 
secular, that thought of the religious life as something apart from 
the everyday life of ordinary humanity? These questions will 
be differently answered by different minds. Mr. Sheldon's book 
should help all those who want to form a rational judgment in the 
matter. 

Mary Gilliland Husband. 
London. 

The City for the People. By Frank Parsons. Philadelphia: 
C. F. Taylor, 1420 Chestnut street, 1900. Pp. 597. 

This is a valuable book, published in cheap form, for circulation 
among municipal students. It is distinctly the joint product of the 
author and the publisher. Although encyclopaedic in character 
and possessing an excellent index, it contains too much. The 
chapters on Proportional Representation and Direct Legislation 
have been recently elaborated and republished and make a thor- 
ough and useful treatment of these important themes, but as incor- 



Book Reviews. 269 

porated in this book they make it cumbersome ; they are illogical 
because treating of national quite as much as municipal matters, 
and they destroy the unity of what would otherwise be a compre- 
hensive treatment of municipal economics. The volume is still 
further burdened with as many obtrusive morals as an old Sunday- 
school book, is marred by an excessive use of footnotes and a con- 
fusing rather than emphasizing repetition of facts, and is open to 
suspicion occasionally by the large generalizations. 

When these criticisms have been made there is still room for 
abundant praise. While it contains too many gaps for an encyclo- 
paedia and too many subjects, tables and references for consecutive 
reading, it repays careful study. Professor Parsons has brought 
together an immense mass of valuable material from both original 
and secondary sources. His tables of statistics and comparative 
statements are invaluable and represent an astounding amount of 
work for which the municipal student must be truly grateful. The 
pity is that so much careful investigation should still show signs 
of haste in revision and publication. 

One can only wish that the increasing number of students of 
municipal reform may evidence their appreciation of this strictly 
educational endeavor to circulate as widely as possible this volume, 
and that this patronage may warrant its early revision. The con- 
stant increase ,of data would warrant this if there were no other 
cause. The ethical phase of the work is manifested in its zealous 
defence of the popular interests as evidenced in the title and its 
consistent advocacy of the enlargement of the municipal life. 

Charles Zueblin. 
University of Chicago. 

The Logical Basis of Education. By J. Welton, M. A., Pro- 
fessor of Education in the Yorkshire College, etc. London: 
Macmillan, 1899. Pp. xvi., 288. [Macmillan's Manuals for 
Teachers.] 

In spite of attempts by Prof. Welton to justify the title of his 
book one cannot help feeling that it is somewhat of a misnomer. 
We are led to expect a work similar in plan to Prof. Sully's 
"Teacher's Handbook of Psychology," where every piece of 
psychologic doctrine is expounded with special reference to edu- 
cation, and its educational bearing is explained in detail from 
chapter to chapter. But in the present work the reference to edu- 



